
2025.06 Team Selection Discretion Execution 
Nathan Sato Lead WC Starts (via AAC) 

 

PROPOSAL/REQUEST 
●​ The AAC submitted a Team Selection Discretion (TSD) request that the Team Selection Committee 

(TSC) grant Competition Starts to Nathan Sato with higher priority than that provided by the Team 
Selection Procedures (TSP) document. The request was originally submitted to AAC from Nathan. 

●​ See full text of submitted request below 
 

DECISION 
●​ The TSC approves granting Nathan first priority for a Competition Start for the Koper Lead World 

Cup (WC) in Sept 2025. 
 

APPROVAL 
●​ Approved by TSC on 2025.06.09 

 

BACKGROUND 
●​ See the request submitted by AAC/Nathan 
●​ A high priority for USA Climbing is ensuring at least 3 US athletes finish in the CUWR top-40 in each 

gender/discipline, as the next year's starting quota is based on this number.  As such, USA Climbing 
has used, and will continue to evaluate using, TSD to increase the probability of maximizing these 
starting quota. 

●​ The World Championships (WCH) provide for 2x the CUWR points compared to WCs. 
 

DISCUSSION 
●​ As Nathan is pre-qualified for the World Championships (WCH), he has the potential to gain 

significant points if he has an exceptional performance at the WCH. 
●​ Providing the first priority Competition Start at the Koper WC provides the opportunity for Nathan to 

earn additional CUWR points and also provides a preparation/training opportunity for Nathan in 
advance of the WCH. 

●​ Nathan's 2024 Lead WC performances last year are fairly equivalent to the some 2025 Lead WC 
performances of other US athletes, also including the 2024 Pan American Championships (PACH). 

○​ 2024 Nathan: 30th, 38th, 39th  (PACH 1st) 
○​ 2025 Sergey: 40th, 38th 
○​ 2025 Declan: 37th, 38th  (PACH 3rd) 

●​ Nathan's best result is better than the others, however all Nathan's results are from last year and 
TSC believes that the difference is not enough to grant Nathan more than the one Koper WC 
Competition Start. 

●​ Though granting Nathan the one Koper WC Competition Start could reduce the opportunity for one 
other athlete to gain CUWR points at that WC that could be the difference between CUWR top-40 
and not, TSC believes that this risk is lower than the opportunity to provide Nathan points and 
training at Koper to better allow him to prepare for WCH, increasing the chances that more US 
athletes will be ranked in the CUWR top-40.  

 
---------  
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Text of Submitted TSD request 
 
From AAC: 

Hello TSC, 
 
I wanted to pass along a discretionary request from Nathan Sato. The Athletes’ Commission did not 
have any opposition to the request. 
 
See forwarded email, please let me know if the attachment does not show for you. 
 
Thanks, 
 
Danny Popowski, MRED, MSF 

 
 
 
From Nathan: 

To: USA Climbing – VP of Sport and Team Selection Committee  
From: Nathan Sato  
Date: May 13, 2025  
Subject: Sport Discretion Request for Nathan Sato – IFSC World Cup Lead Quota Allocation  

Purpose  

This memo formally requests that USA Climbing allocate a discretionary start for the IFSC Lead World Cup 
in Innsbruck to Nathan Sato, and consider additional discretionary starts for Chamonix, Madrid, and Koper 
— or any other competitions the Team Selection Committee deems appropriate.  

This request is submitted in accordance with Section 1.6.1 of the USA Climbing Team Selection Procedures, 
which permits the Team Selection Committee to amend competition start allocations "based, in part, on 
performance at recent USA Climbing, IFSC, or NACS competitions." Nathan's track record across all three 
levels supports this discretion.  

Justification for Discretionary Allocation  

1. Nathan Sato is Already Named to the 2025 World Championships  

Nathan is the only U.S. male Lead athlete currently named to the 2025 IFSC World Championships 
roster, having earned his spot with a gold medal at the 2024 Pan American Championships. Preparing 
Nathan for peak performance is a High Performance priority.  

The IFSC has clearly emphasized that the 2025 World Championships are the pinnacle event of the season. 
To maximize U.S. success, Nathan needs early-season World Cup starts to build experience and optimize his 
preparation. Ensuring he enters the World Cup season with strong preparation is vital to the U.S. High 
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Performance strategy.  

2. Strategic Starts Are Needed to Protect and Grow U.S. Quota Spots  

USA Climbing does not currently field a full Lead World Cup quota for U.S. men. Several athletes with 
starts have struggled to consistently place within the top 40.  

Without strengthening our roster now, we risk:  

● Losing additional quota spots for 2026 and beyond,  

● Shrinking competition opportunities for U.S. athletes,  

● Weakening our development pipeline at the highest levels.  

Given the IFSC’s emphasis on performance for quota retention, it is critical we prioritize athletes like 
Nathan, who have consistently demonstrated top-30–40 World Cup finishes. 
3. Nathan Has Consistently Delivered International and Domestic Results 

Nathan’s 2024–2025 results show he is ready to contribute meaningfully:  

International Results:  

● 1st – Pan American Championships (2024)  

● 30th – Innsbruck World Cup (2024) - earning priority  

● 38th – Koper World Cup (2024)  

● 39th – Seoul World Cup (2024)  

Domestic Results:  

● 2nd (Qualifiers), 1st (Semis), 8th (Finals) – 2025 National Team Trials  

● 1st (Qualifiers), 2nd (Semis), 4th (Finals) – 2024 Yeti Nationals  

● Gold Medal – 2024 Youth Nationals (Male Junior)  

● 2 Gold Medals and Several Podiums – North American Cup Series (2022–2025)  

Nathan’s consistency — across qualifiers, semifinals, and finals — and his proven ability to perform under 
pressure and at International events distinguish him from peers still developing at the international level.  

4. Discretion Addresses Gaps in a Finals-Weighted Selection System  

USA Climbing’s Elite National Team selection is heavily weighted toward finals performances at just two 
domestic events: the National Championship and National Team Trials. While this supports a 
performance-based philosophy, it introduces risk due to the limited sample size and the inherent variability of 
a single competition round.  
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Discretion allows the Selection Committee to address these gaps by evaluating a more complete and reliable 
body of work — especially in cases like Nathan’s, where demonstrated international success is matched by 
consistent, high-level domestic performance. World Cup results provide a more objective and stable 
benchmark of athlete readiness, capturing performance under elite conditions and offering a broader view of 
competitive potential than any single domestic final.  

Anticipated Impact of Discretionary Starts for Nathan Sato:  

● Increases the likelihood of top-30 finishes and activates future priority status under current 
selection policies  

● Contributes directly to quota retention for 2026 and beyond  

● Supports Nathan’s preparation for the World Championships and increases the likelihood of a 
strong U.S. performance 

Conclusion and Recommendation  

Nathan Sato has already earned the opportunity to represent the U.S. at the highest level — and proven he can 
compete internationally. Allocating early-season World Cup starts to Nathan is an investment not only in his 
success, but in the broader strength and sustainability of the U.S. men's Lead program.  

We respectfully recommend:  

● Granting Nathan Sato a discretionary IFSC Lead World Cup start in Innsbruck, and considering 
additional discretionary starts for Chamonix, Madrid, and Koper, or any events deemed 
appropriate by the Team Selection Committee.  

This action is consistent with the authority outlined in Section 1.6.1 of the Team Selection Procedures and 
directly supports USA Climbing's mission of international excellence and long-term program strength.  

Sincerely,  

Nathan Sato 
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