
TEAM SELECTION PROCEDURES UPDATE



USA Climbing’ priority for the last two IFSC 
World Cups, the PanAm COQE in Santiago 
(Pan American Games), and during the 
Olympic Qualifying Series (OQS) the first six 
months of 2024 is maximizing the potential 
for US Olympic qualification. The Team 
Selection Procedures doc updates are to 
support and incentivize that primary USA 
Climbing goal.

INTRO



Recording:  LINKED HERE

Password:  2E$0Jg*^

ZOOM RECORDING

https://us02web.zoom.us/rec/share/Mo0ZTLBfu3TrhfeAGERg8Xt9US53Q4B9w4-XMOjB3Y8oZH7Z78ziU4Mq_uaDeYsR.U7aIRk4gG_45Dp0G


The 2023 NCH Eligibility criteria are somewhat altered from those 
used for the 2022 NCH. The Collegiate National Team Ranking 
eligibility is extended to top-6 (from top-3) to match that of Youth 
National Team Ranking eligibility for NCH. (Read section 3.2.3)

NCH Eligibility



NCH Eligibility

The Lead and Boulder “cross-eligibility” criteria (those achieving 
eligibility for Boulder being automatically eligible for Lead, and vice-
versa) is going to be more limited than for the 2022 NCH eligibility. 
While 2023 NCH cross-eligibility remains as it was for 2022 NCH, the 
2024 (and beyond) NCH cross-eligibility is limited to: (Read section 
3.2.3)
• Team Pre-select and Recent Team members (and Olympic)
• NCH Eligibility Ranking top-25 (not all top-100 eligible for individual 

Lead or Boulder)
• Youth and Collegiate top-3 (not all top-6 eligible for individual Lead 

or Boulder)



NTT Eligibility

2024 NTT eligibility based on NCH performance is now restricted to 
only those ranked in the top-40 at the 2023 NCH, whereas eligibility at 
prior NTTs may have extended beyond top-40 if there were more than 
60 competitors at the corresponding NCH. (Read section 4.2.1)



NCH & NTT
EVENTS & FORMATS

• National Championships
Single-discipline Format

• National Team Trials
Single-discipline Format



Paraclimbing Team Preselected

Criteria for a Paraclimbing being designated Team Preselected has 
been established. (Read section 7.2.1)



Registration of Interest

The method and description of the registration of interest and 
Competition Start allocation process has been updated. (Read section 
1.5)



Team Selection 
Discretion



Team Selection Discretion

Team Selection Discretion has been updated to provide for proposals 
submitted by the USA Climbing AAC (as well as the USA Climbing High 
Performance staff as before). The approval and communication 
processes, as well as the scope, have been updated.



Team Selection Discretion



Speed Considerations

For the Elite series Speed Discipline, and if USA Climbing quota 
remains after all National Team and National Development Team 
athletes are given the opportunity for a competition start, US Citizen 
athletes who have achieved the Competition Start minimum 
benchmark time may be awarded a Competition Start. (Read section 
2.3.4 c)

Speed Benchmark times for the National Team, Competition Starts 
and NTT eligibility have been updated. (Read section 2.4)



Speed Considerations



Speed Considerations

Note that these Benchmark times are estimates and subject to change 
once the final Speed World Cup (Wujiang 22-24 Sept) has concluded.



National Team Ranking 
Points

HOW THEY WORK



National Team Ranking Points



Elite: National Team Ranking Points



Elite: National Team Ranking Points (Speed Time Rank)
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CUWR Bonus Points

Same as before.  See 2.1.5(a)



Olympic Pathway Bonus Points

USA Climbing has established National Team Ranking Bonus points 
and NTT eligibility for athletes who qualify for the Continental 
Olympic Qualification Event (COQE) and/or the OQS, in lieu of such 
athletes competing at the NCH event. Such consideration is towards 
USA Climbing’s goal of maximizing the opportunity and probability of 
filling the US Olympic quota. (Read section 2.1.5 b)



Olympic Pathway Bonus Points



Olympic Pathway Bonus Points



Olympic Pathway Bonus Points



National Team
National Development Team
Competition Starts



National Team, National Development Team, and Competition Starts

Elite Competition Starts are subject to having the first allocated 
competition start for each event being subject to Team Selection 
Discretion. This can result in an athlete who is not on the relevant 
National Team receiving a competition start ahead of an athlete who 
is on the National Team. (Read section 2.3.3)

For the 2024 World Cup season, Competition Start allocation will 
prioritize Olympic Team members, both before and after the 
Olympics. Athletes who have qualified for the Olympic Qualification 
Series (OQS) will have priority until the end of the OQS. (Read section 
2.2.1 c, and then 2.3)



National Team, National Development Team, and Competition Starts

This is accomplished by naming all OQS competitors to the National 
Team until the end of the OQS. At that time, those otherwise qualified 
for the National Team will remain on the National Team, but other 
OQS competitors will move from the National Team to the National 
Development Team. All athletes on the National Development Team 
are subject to Competition Start priority/order based on Team 
Selection Discretion based on a proposal from USA Climbing High 
Performance staff or AAC.



National Team, National Development Team, and Competition Starts



National Team, National Development Team, and Competition Starts



Olympic Pathway Bonus Points

Q: Does an athlete get to choose between Olympic Pathway bonus points and NCH 
points?
A: No, if an athlete participates at the NCH, they are not eligible for the Olympic 
Pathway bonus points. (However, they would still be eligible for CUWR bonus points, 
just like last year)

Q: How were the bonus point values chosen?
A: USA Climbing believes that the athletes receiving these points would stand a 
reasonable chance of a high ranking at NCH, and the purpose of the bonus points is to 
incentivize select athletes to focus on the Olympic qualification pathway. The attempt 
to align such interests is clearly not precise given the dynamic nature of the sport and 
the differences from event to event, but represents USA Climbing's attempt to be fair 
to all.



National Team, National Development Team, and Competition Starts

Q: Does this mean that the NCH+NTT pathway for "team" may not 
result in any Competition starts?
A: Competition Starts for WCs held prior to the end of the OQS will 
prioritize Preselected and OQS selected athletes. As such, the top 2 
National Team Ranking athletes on the National Team may have 
limited access to Competition Starts during this time.

US Projected IFSC Quota for 2024 as determined by the IFSC policy:
- Boulder Men (5)   Lead Men (5)    Speed Men (5)
- Boulder Women (3)  Lead Women (5)   Speed Women (4)



Questions?

For more information, contact John Muse

john@usaclimbing.org


